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IInnvviittaattiioonn  ttoo  CCoolllleeaagguueess::    
 

Dear Colleagues and Friends; 

  It is my honor and pleasure to invite you to the First Research Conference of World 
Society of Disaster Nursing in Kobe, Japan from Jan. 9 and 10, 2010 which is held 
under the auspices of the Japan Society of Disaster Nursing.  

 The World Society of Disaster Nursing (WSDN) was inaugurated on January 22, 2008 
in Kobe, the founding members comprising 40 organizations from seven countries 
(Japan, China, Korea, United Kingdom, Thailand, Indonesia and the United States). 
WSDN aims to contribute to the health and welfare of people through promotion of 
international academic exchanges and collaborative research of disaster nursing, and 
systematization of disaster nursing knowledge and practice. 

  Almost every day, we hear the news of natural or man-made disasters including 
conflicts or war, which severely affects people’s life and health. In 2005 alone, more 
than 157 million people were affected by natural events worldwide, many of which 
occurred in Asia and the Pacific areas. Whenever and wherever disaster occurs, nurses 
are at the frontline to save human lives and help victims for surviving and recovering 
from the damages. Nurses are also working in the field of risk reduction and disaster 
preparedness in the world. 

 Experience and knowledge related to the disaster nursing have been increasingly 
accumulated in recent years. Research projects on this area have been going on in the 
world and the networks of disaster nursing have developed. Let us share the experience 
and knowledge and also with other professionals and develop the plans of collaborative 
works and network in the 1st Research Conference of WSDN  This conference is held 
in Kobe where the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake took the lives of more than 6,400 
people in 1995 but has very rapidly restored from the damages. It is the place where the 
Japan Society of Disaster Nursing was created in 1998.   

Kobe is blessed with various attractive sightseeing resources such as rich 
natural environments with the mountains, inland sea, exotic townscapes, and 
hot springs.  

On behalf of the Organizing Committee of the conference, I cordially invite you to 
this special occasion and look forward to seeing you in Kobe, Japan. 

    

Hiroko Minami, MPH, DNSc 
Chair, 1st Research Conference of WADN. 
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AAbboouutt  tthhiiss  CCoonnffeerreennccee::    
 

CCoonnffeerreennccee  MMaaiinn  TThheemmee::  

Disaster Knows No Borders: Human Bonding 
  

AAiimmss  &&  GGooaallss::  

Aims  
To share the experiences of disaster nursing among nurses, other professional and 

those with an interest in the subject matter. To discuss and develop disaster (nursing) 
systems, strengthen preparedness, share disaster information, and network for 
empowerment. 

To view and comprehend disaster and development from a global perspective and 
make contributions that can provide relief and security for the global community. 
Goals 

1. To globalize information on disasters and disaster nursing  
2. To empower humanity through the 1st World Society of Disaster Nursing 

Conference. 
3. To develop and impart knowledge through research and reports of nursing practice 

in order to progress disaster nursing in the countries and implement a system of 
disaster preparedness.  

 

GGeenneerraall  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn::  
Date: January 9(Sat) – 10(Sun), 2010 
Venue: Kobe International Conference Center (Kobe Convention Center) 

Address: 6-9-1 Minatojima-nakamachi,  
Chuo-ku, Kobe 650-0046 JAPAN 

URL:  http://kobe-cc.jp/english/index.html 

Host: Japan Society of Disaster Nursing 
Conference Chair: Hiroko Minami, MPH, DNSc   

(President, University of KinDAI Himeji) 
Secretary General: Keiko Okaya, RN, PhD  

(Dean, University of KinDAI Himeji, School of Nursing) 
Official Language: English / Japanese (partially)  

Secretariat: c/o Inter Group Corp. 
Inter G Bldg, 3-20-1 Toyosaki,  
Kita-ku, Osaka 531-0072 JAPAN 
Tel:+81-6-6372-3051 
Email: wsdn-1st@intergroup.co.jp 

http://kobe-cc.jp/english/index.html�
mailto:wsdn-1st@intergroup.co.jp�
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PPrrooggrraamm::    
 

*[E/J] English/Japanese simultaneous interpretation available 
 

DDAAYY  11    SSaattuurrddaayy,,    99tthh  JJaannuuaarryy  

 President Address    [E/J] 
““PPaasstt,,  PPrreesseenntt  aanndd  FFuuttuurree  ooff  DDiissaasstteerr  NNuurrssiinngg””  

Speaker: Hiroko Mimami, RN, MPH, DNSc 
(University of Kindaihimeji, Japan) 
 

 Information Lecture   [E/J] 
““WWHHOO  VViieeww  oonn  IInnfflluueennzzaa  PPaannddeemmiicc””  

Speaker: Kathleen Fritz 
(WHO/Western Pacific Regional Office) 
 

 Symposium           [E/J] 
““TToowwaarrdd  BBeetttteerr  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  CCoollllaabboorraattiioonn””  

Various disasters happened in all over the world, such, as Tsunami, Earthquake, Cyclone, 
Floods, and others.  We invite the speakers to address their international collaboration in 
health aids at the disaster time for future improvement.  
 

Speaker: Dr. Mohammed Hamouiyi 
(Ministry of Health, Emergency Medical Center, Morocco) 

<Other speakers in negotiation> 

 Plenary Session 
Oral / Poster 
 

 Photo Presentation 
Photo presentation will be placed at the wall of conference hall for people to share the 
situation. 

 Nursing Science Café            <Conference registration not required> 

Speaker: Sunshine Chen, RN 
        (Hong Kong Polytechnic University, School of Nursing, Hong Kong) 
  And Others 
 
Nurses are in front line at disaster site to save the life and empower the people to live.  We 
invite future nurses to hear from experienced nurses of actual disaster nursing practice.  
Purpose of this session is to disseminate what the nursing and stimulate motivation of young 
people. 
 

 Open Forum     [E/J]            <Conference registration not required> 
““MMeessssaaggee  ooff  1155  yyeeaarrss  RReeccoovveerryy  ffrroomm  EEaarrtthhqquuaakkee  iinn  KKoobbee””  

15 years had passed from the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake.  During 15 years, the people 
of Kobe had worked with professional to create new community resilient to disaster.  On this 
forum, participants are lay people and professional who made community together.  Hope to 
send message from Kobe to the world. 
 

 Exhibits 
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DDAAYY  22    SSuunnddaayy,,    1100tthh  JJaannuuaarryy  

 Educational Lecture  [E/J] 
““DDiissaasstteerr  NNuurrssiinngg  EEdduuccaattiioonn””  

Speaker: Donna M. Dorsey, MS, RN, FAAN 
(National Council of State Boards of Nursing, USA ) 
 

 World Reports of Disaster Nursing [E/J] 
 Speaker: Hamidreza Khankeh, RN, MS, PhD 

(Karokinska Institute, Department of Public Health Science, Division of Social Medicine,  
Iran) 

Speaker: Sri Warsini 
           (Gadjah Mada University, School of Nursing, Faculty of Medicine, Indonesia) 

Speaker: M. Ziani 
             (Ministry of Health, Morocco) 

Speaker: Mariko Ohara 
        (The Japanese Red Cross College of Nursing, Japan) 

We will receive the reports from various experience of disaster nursing all over the world.  
Introduce characteristics of specific disaster and creative activities to fit the people at the site.  
Purpose is in providing opportunity to share the experience to the other nurses. 

 

 Disaster Nursing Network [E/J] 

ICN Network 

East Asia Disaster Nursing Network 

Japanese Nursing Association 

WHO Global Network 
 

 Panel Discussion  [E/J] 
““CCaarree  ffoorr  CCaarriinngg  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall””  

Caring professional has committed to care for the others without enough care of themselves.  
It is crucial for caring personnel to be in good health in order for them to function to help others.  
We will examine the states of system development for supporting caring personnel at the 
disaster time and following after.  We invite panel participants from Police, Fire agent, 
Education and other helping profession.  

 

 Plenary Session 
Oral / Poster 
 

 Photo Presentation 

 

 Nursing Science Café             <Conference registration not required> 
 

 Exhibits 
 
 

Note: Some programs/speakers will be changed at the time of conference due to unexpected considerable circumstances. 



DAY 1 -Saturday, 9th January-

ROOM

Lobby

Lobby Main Hall
IC

ROOM 403 405

FLOOR B1 1F 1F 3F 4F 4F

9:00

9:30 9:30-10:00
Opening Ceremony

10:00 10:00-11:00
President

10:30 Address

11:30

Photo Exhibits
12:30 Presentaion

13:00 13:00-15:00 13:00-17:00
Open Forum Poster

13:30 by the People of 13:30-15:00 13:30-15:00 Presentation
KOBE Plenary Session Plenary Session

14:00 Oral Oral 14:00-15:30
Nursing Science

14:30 Café

15:00
15:15-17:30

15:30 Symposium 15:30-17:00 15:30-17:00 15:30-17:30
" Toward Better Plenary Session Plenary Session Photo

16:00   International Oral Oral Presentaion
  Collaboration"

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

DAY 2 -Sunday, 10th January-

ROOM
Lobby

Lobby Main Hall IC
ROOM 403 405

FLOOR B1 1F 1F 3F 4F 4F

8:30

9:00 9:00-11:00 9:00-11:00 9:00-11:00 9:00-10:00 9:00-15:00 9:00-15:00
World Reports of Plenary Session Plenary Session Photo Poster Exhibits

9:30 9:30-10:30 Disaster Nursing Oral Oral Presentation Presentation
Educational

10:00 Lecture 10:00-11:30
Nursing Science 

10:30 Café

11:00 11:00-13:00 11:00-12:30 11:00-13:00
Disaster Nursing Plenary Session Plenary Session

11:30 Network Oral Oral 11:30-15:00
Photo

12:00 Presentaion

12:30

13:00 13:00-15:30 13:00-15:00 13:00-15:00
Panel Discussion Plenary Session Plenary Session

13:30  "Care for Caring Oral Oral
Professional"

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

16:00

11:00

12:00

11:05-12:05
Information
Lecture

12:00-14:00 12:00-17:30

18:00-20:00 Banquet (at Portopia Hotel) 

406 401&402

4F 4F

406

4F

401&402

4F

Cloak
Cloak

Registration
Registration
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Registration ::  

Registration can be done through the secure On-line registration system.  Early 
registration is recommended.  Further information is noticed on the conference 
website, http://WSDN2010.umin.jp/. 

Registration Fee: 
Early Registration  (before Oct. 31 Nov. 15, 2009): 25,000 JPY 

Late Registration  (after Nov. 1 Nov. 16, 2009 ): 35,000 JPY 
Accompanying Persons: 10,000 JPY 

Undergraduate Students: 10,000 JPY 
*note: Once paid fees will not be refunded in any reasons.  
 
 

Travel & Hotel Information ::  

Kobe is located in the mid-west of Japan, known as the “Kansai Region”. Downtown 
of Kobe, known as Sannomia, major railroads converge on. It takes 70 minutes by Bus 
from Kansai International Airport.  

There are many hotels in downtown area. You can book your hotel through the 
website.  Please visit the website: http://WSDN2010.umin.jp/. 

 
 

Visas ::  

Participants from certain countries and regions may be required to obtain a visa to 
enter Japan. Please check the following website to see whether you need a 
visa: http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html. If you need an invitation letter, please contact 
the conference secretariat office at wsdn-1st@intergroup.co.jp 
 

Special Support ::  

If you need financial support for attending the conference, please contact the 
secretariat.  Please note that it is not guaranteed to receive financial aids. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Secretariat: 
c/o Inter Group Corp. 
Inter G Bldg, 3-20-1 Toyosaki,  
Kita-ku, Osaka 531-0072 JAPAN 
Tel:+81-6-6372-3051 FAX:+81-6-6376-2362 
Email: wsdn-1st@intergroup.co.jp 

http://wsdn2010.umin.jp/�
http://wsdn2010.umin.jp/�
http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html�
mailto:wsdn-1st@intergroup.co.jp�
mailto:wsdn-1st@intergroup.co.jp�
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